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The electron g factor in an InAs-inserted-channel In0.53Ga0.47As/In0.52Al0.48As heterostructure is
studied by measuring the angle dependence of magnetotransport properties. The gate voltage
dependence of the g factor is obtained from the coincidence method. The g-factor values are
surprisingly smaller than the g-factor value of bulk InAs, and close to the bare g-factor value of
In0.53Ga0.47As. A large change in the g factor is observed by applying the gate voltage. The gate
voltage dependence is not simply explained by the energy dependence of the g factor. © 2003
American Institute of Physics. @DOI: 10.1063/1.1631082#The electron g factor is of fundamental importance for
the electronic band structure in semiconductors as well as for
spin-related devices. Recently, much attention was focused
on the g-factor engineering for processing of quantum infor-
mation based on the electron spin degree of freedom.1 The
gate controlled g factor has been demonstrated in GaAs/
AlGaAs systems by time-resolved Kerr rotation
measurements2 and by the electron spin resonance,3 since a
carrier wave-function penetrates into the barrier material
with a different g factor from that of the quantum well re-
sulting in a different contribution to the g factor.
The coincidence method,4 where the tilt angle depen-
dence of Shubnikov–de Haas ~SdH! oscillations is measured,
has often been used to deduce the g factor in two-
dimensional electron gas ~2DEG!, e.g., in an InAs–AlSb
quantum well,5 an InAs–GaSb superlattice,6 an InAs–GaSb
quantum well,7 and an InGaAs/InAlAs quantum well.8 An
InAs-inserted-channel In0.53Ga0.47As/In0.52Al0.48As hetero-
structure is an interesting system from the view point of
g-factor engineering. The smaller band offset at the interface
between InAs and In0.53Ga0.47As than in usual
In0.53Ga0.47As/In0.52Al0.48As or In0.53Ga0.47As/InP hetero-
structures makes the wave-function penetration easier. Fur-
thermore, the InAs channel is not lattice matched to the
In0.53Ga0.47As. The band structure in semiconductors is influ-
enced by strain effects due to the lattice mismatch, but it is
not well understood how the g factor is affected by the strain.
In this letter, we study the gate voltage dependence of
g-factor values of this InAs-inserted-channel
In0.53Ga0.47As/In0.52Al0.48As heterostructure. The g-factor
values are obtained from the coincidence method under the
condition where the exchange enhancement of the g factor is
negligible. A large modulation of the g factor is observed by
applying the gate voltage.
The sample is an inverted-doped InAs step quantum well
a!Electronic mail: nitta@will.brl.ntt.co.jp4560003-6951/2003/83(22)/4565/3/$20.00
loaded 08 Oct 2010 to 140.114.72.127. Redistribution subject to AIP liwith 25-nm-In0.52Al0.48As cap layer. The step quantum well
is composed of 13.5-nm-In0.53Ga0.47As, an inserted 4-nm-
InAs channel, and a 2.5-nm-In0.53Ga0.47As layer. Underneath
the quantum well is a 20-nm-spacer layer of In0.52Al0.48As on
top of 7-nm-thick Si-doped-In0.52Al0.48As layer. The doping
density of 7-nm-thick In0.52Al0.48As carrier supplying layer is
431018 cm23. The sample was grown by molecular beam
epitaxy after In0.52Al0.48As buffer layer growth on Fe-doped
semi-insulating ~100! InP. All In0.53Ga0.47As and
In0.52Al0.48As layers are lattice matched to InP, while the
4-nm-InAs-inserted layer is not matched and strained. It has
been reported that the mobility is highest when the thickness
of InAs is 4 nm and starts to decrease above the thickness of
5 nm InAs since the thickness of 4 nm InAs is less than the
critical thickness.9 Shown in Fig. 1~a! is the potential profile
and squared wavefunction obtained by a self-consistent
Poisson–Schro¨dinger calculation.
A 20380 mm2 Hall bar sample was made by the typical
photolithography technique. The gate electrode was depos-
ited on top of the 100-nm-thick Al2O3 insulating layer that
covers the entire area of the Hall bar. All transport measure-
ments were performed in a 3He cryostat equipped with a 9 T
superconducting magnet, where the magnetic field was ap-
plied at a tilt angle from perpendicular to the heterointerface.
Figure 1~b! shows a gray-scale plot of Rxx(B ,Vg) data
presenting a Landau fan diagram, where the magnetic field B
is applied perpendicular to the 2DEG plane. In this figure, n
is the filling factor and is determined by comparing with Hall
resistance Rxy(Vg). The carrier concentration Ns and the
electron mobility m were changed from 8.331011 cm22 and
66 000 cm2/Vs at Vg525 V to 1.931012 cm22 and 119 000
cm2/Vs at Vg55 V. The effective mass was m*50.041m0 at
Vg523 V and m*50.044m0 at Vg53 V as determined
from the temperature dependence of the SdH-oscillation am-
plitude. Here, m0 is the free-electron mass. The experimen-
tally obtained m* values are consistent with the previous
study.10 From these analyses, the Fermi energy EF was esti-5 © 2003 American Institute of Physics
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Downmated to be 49 meV at Vg525 V and 101 meV at Vg
55 V.
The Landau level spectrum is given by
En5E01\vcS n1 12 D612 gmBB , ~1!
where E0 is the subband energy, \ the Planck’s constant, vc
the cyclotron frequency, n the Landau index, and mB the
Bohr magneton. The resistance peak ~white curves! in the
Rxx(B ,Vg) plot satisfies the relation En5EF . The filling fac-
tor n, where SdH oscillations show spin splitting, is around
15.
For 2DEG in large perpendicular magnetic fields, when
there are unequal populations of electrons with opposite
spins, the electron–electron interaction can lead to a substan-
tial enlargement of the spin splitting energy, which can be
attributed to an enhancement of the effective g factor.11 Fig-
ure 2~a! shows Rxx-Vg data for various tilt angles u. Well-
separated spin splitting was observed at u50°, and may be
due to the enhancement of the g factor. However, spin split-
ting became unclear at higher tilt angle u. The tilt angle u is
defined with respect to the surface normal (u50). In Fig.
2~b!, gate voltage spacing DVg values separated by the spin
splitting are plotted as a function of tilt angle. Here, DVg was
determined from two peak positions of Rxx around the odd
filling factors. The DVg values show nearly cos u depen-
dence.
FIG. 1. ~a! Calculated potential profile and squared wavefunction of the
InAs-inserted-channel InGaAs heterostructure at Ns51.431012 cm22. U0
is a potential energy. ~b! Gray-scale plot of Rxx(B ,Vg) data. Black ~white!
areas indicate small ~large! values of the resistance Rxx . n is the filling
factor. A clear spin splitting develops above 5 T.loaded 08 Oct 2010 to 140.114.72.127. Redistribution subject to AIP liThe electron g factor was determined from the coinci-
dence method. The Zeeman splitting is proportional to the
total magnetic field B total , whereas the Landau splitting is
proportional to the component of the field perpendicular to
the 2DEG, Bper5B total cos u. The ratio between the Landau
splitting and the Zeeman spin splitting is given by
r5
gmBB total
\vc
, ~2!
where vc5eBper /m*. The first minima of the SdH oscilla-
tions appears at r51/2 when the tilt angle uc satisfies the
condition
cos uc5g
m*
m0
. ~3!
In the above coincident analysis, for simplicity, we neglect
the zero field spin splitting due to the Rashba spin–orbit
interaction since SdH oscillations do not show clear beating
in a low magnetic field.
Shown in Fig. 3~a! are Rxx(Bper) traces for various tilt
angles u. The SdH-oscillation amplitude decreases with in-
creasing tilt angle, and the minima appear around u
580.6°. Further increase of the tilt angle leads to the swap-
FIG. 2. ~a! Rxx-Vg data for various tilt angles u from 0° to 75° in 5° steps.
Data are shifted for clarity. Arrows show the odd filling factor positions. ~b!
Gate voltage spacing DVg as a function of tilt angle. The gate voltage
spacing DVg around the odd filling factors is determined from the splitted
peak positions in Rxx-Vg data. The solid line shows the cos u dependence for
comparison. The filled circles, squares, triangles, inverse triangles, and dia-
monds correspond to data obtained for n55, 7, 9, 11, and 13, respectively.cense or copyright; see http://apl.aip.org/about/rights_and_permissions
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Downping of the SdH oscillation phase and an increase of the
amplitude. From the values of uc and m*, ug*u53.8 is ob-
tained according to Eq. ~3!. Figure 3~b! shows the gate volt-
age dependence of the g* values. These g* values are much
smaller than the g factor of bulk InAs. In our case, the ex-
change enhancement may be negligible since we obtained
the g factor at filling factors much larger than the critical
filling factor nc , where the collapse of exchange enhance-
ment occurs. When the energy separation of spin-up and
-down levels is less than their disorder broadening, the ex-
change contribution will disappear and only the bare Zeeman
splitting will remain.12
The energy dependence of the g factor13 is given by
g~E !5g02
4
3
Pcv
2
m0
Dso
~Eg1E !~Eg1Dso1E !
, ~4!
where E is the energy from the conduction band edge, Eg the
band gap, g0 the free electron g factor, Dso the spin-orbit
splitting of the valence band, and 2pcv
2 /m0 the interband ma-
trix element of the momentum operator. The regime of the g
factor described by Eq. ~4! ranges from 214.8 for bulk InAs
to 2.0023 for free electrons. The dotted line in Fig. 3~b! is a
calculation of the g factor according to the equation:
FIG. 3. ~a! Magnetoresistance Rxx at Vg50 V vs the perpendicular compo-
nent of magnetic fields for various tilt angles. The tilt angle is increased
from the top ~65°! to the bottom ~83.7°!. Data are shifted for clarity. ~b!
Gate-voltage dependence of the g factor. The dotted line corresponds to
calculated g-factor values. Top x axis indicates the energy from the conduc-
tion band edge of InAs. Note that the sign of the g factor cannot be deter-
mined from the coincidence method. The calculated g-factor values are
negative, but their absolute values are plotted.loaded 08 Oct 2010 to 140.114.72.127. Redistribution subject to AIP lig total~E !5g InAs~E !^F InAs&1g InGaAs~E !^F InGaAs& , ~5!
where ^F& is the probability of finding an electron either in
InAs or In0.53Ga0.47As. The calculated g-factor values are
negative, but their absolute values are plotted. These prob-
abilities were calculated by solving the Poisson and Schro¨-
dinger equations self-consistently. The calculated probability
^F InAs& changes from 68% at Vg525 V to 63% at Vg
55 V. In this calculation, we assume that the band offset at
the interface between InAs and In0.53Ga0.47As is 0.15 eV. In
Fig. 3~b!, the top x axis indicates the energy from the con-
duction band edge, considering the confinement energy in
the InAs quantum well. Here, we use the values of the inter-
band matrix element, the band gap, and the spin-orbit split-
ting of bulk In0.53Ga0.47As, which are 2pcv
2 /m0525.5 eV,
Eg50.813 eV, and Dso50.356 eV, respectively.14 The en-
ergy gap in the strained InAs is calculated to be Eg
50.593 eV based on a semi-empirical relation.15 We assume
2pcv
2 /m0524 eV and Dso50.4 eV for the strained InAs by
interpolation between bulk InAs and In0.53Ga0.47As. The cal-
culation qualitatively explains the gate voltage dependence
of the g factor deduced from the coincidence method. How-
ever, two quantitative discrepancies are observed: the experi-
mentally obtained g-factor values are smaller than the calcu-
lated values, and the change in the g factor by the gate is
larger than in the above model calculation. More detailed
information, such as band-structure properties and the band
offset, about this strained InAs system is necessary in order
to explain the experimental data.
In summary, the angle dependence of magnetotransport
properties was investigated in an InAs-inserted-channel
In0.53Ga0.47As/In0.52Al0.48As heterostructure. The gate volt-
age dependence of the g factor was obtained from the coin-
cidence method. The obtained g-factor values are surpris-
ingly smaller than the value of the g factor of bulk InAs. The
change of the g factor by the gate voltage in this system is
much larger than in the GaAs/AlGaAs system.3
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